PAL if 


THE ELDERS. AND MESSENGERS 


OF SEVERAL 


Baptist Churches 


THE MIDLAND: ASSOCIATION, 


ASSEMBLED AT. COLEFORD, god 


MAY 20th & 2ist 1823; 


MAINTAINING the independence of their respective Churches ; and ‘believ- 
ing the important doctrines of three equal persons in the Godhead ; eternal 
and personal election ; original sin ; particular tion ; free justification 
by the righteousn@¥s of Ciirist imputed ; in regenergtion ; 
the final perseverance of the saints ; the resurrection of the dead ; the gene- 
ral judgment at the last day ; and the life everlasting ; ' 5, 


SEVERAL SOCIBTIES THEY REPRESENT, oR FROM. 


Grace be to you, and Peace from God the Father, ‘and from our 
Jerus Christ. 


We hope the Annual Meeting wilt: as 
usual, exceed the agreeable expéetations which we form 
when looking forward to its atrival. ‘The ‘feelings with 
which we have commonly returned to out churches after’ 
joining in these holy festivals, though ‘so’ limited im their 
cen. agree with the experience of the pious Psalmist— 
** Behold how good and how pleasant it is. for —e to 
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associations impart a considerable portion of 
_-‘@iijoyment, -arisiag from the influence of those principles 


~ which we sl] cordially meintaip gnd the apture of the 


solid 


busi- 


mess which occupies our atterition any who are strangers 
to the gratification afforded by snch assemblies we can say, 


mind of ‘the apirit plainly zevegled, in the Holy 


‘culated to ‘ndwunce the Glory of God, and have in all ages 
produced the moat bepeficial effects upon the moral and 
spititual conditions of men : -when clearly understood and 


in the af the believer, a 


time in, eanployed in devising the hest means of pro- 


moting the salvation of immortal souls, and securing the 


Of the household of Faith; and, as your 
of the" 


aufferings greatly preferable to the calamities of foreign, or 


‘the ‘horrors of domestic warfare : and it affords us matter of 


gratitade to Ged to obsenye, 


pince the exertions, which haye 
the qorld for the couse of 


than Sonor tn et en. 


chara 


oie _ ‘The doctrines we advocate | to us, to be the 
he 
4, . 
al, to ach ap. Bpur 


occasion been .animated by the flourishing circumstances 
of most of our churches: we bless God that none have 


nesta of, divine favour, may we not, with truth, remark 
thet our prosperity is not so great as might be reasonably 
expeeted, much less we apprehend than it would be, were 
compose the association, to employ themselves as “good : 
stewards of the manifold grace of God?” Whilst therefore _ 
we exhort you “ that ye should earnestly contend for the 

| | faith which was once delivered to the saints ;” we must re- 

ven mind you that it werketh by love; and urge you to reply to 
every enquirer concerning the nature of that. divine _ 
thee my faith by my works,” . 


be of permanent advantage to our churches. We wish you 
to consider the observations now submitted to you as an 
past years have’ been either doctriaal, or written to particular 
clagses of professors. With this view we would, in . bro- 
therly lJeve, respectfully offer them. to the attention of 
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ministers in particular enjoy a divine consolation when the 
pleasure of the Lord prospers in their hands. 


Whilst faith in Christ is essential to church membership, , 
and our brethren who sustain the ministerial office esteem 
it to be an indispensable part of their duty, to use the 
utmost circumspection in their recommendations of persons 
for admittance to membership, and to be careful that scrip- 
tural evidence be given, of ‘‘ repentance towards God and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ,” by all those whom 
their respective churches receive into communion; we 
would take the liberty to suggest, that in this very im- 
portant affair, the aythority of the Head of the church only 
should be respected} and the directions and examples of his 
word scrupulously @bserved. | 


As the proceedj ags of Christian communities should 
never be conducted.npon principles of worldly policy, you 
are aware, that the influence of church members is to be 
esteemed in proportion as the work of grace is apparent in 
them : union to friends already in communion is not the 
relationship which entitles to a union with the mystical 
Body of Christ :—those who are rich in faith should be 
_ joyfully welcomed whilst it would be improper to receive 
such as are only rich in this world :—talent—supposed use- 
fulness—secular adyantage—personal friendship—the ties 
of nature,—are not in themselves sufficient qualifications — 
for admitting any individual into the visible household of 
faith, when there is reason to doubt whether the “love of 
God has been shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost.” 


As the care of the flock is entrusted to you under high 
responsibility to the great Shepherd of the sheep, you will 
be cautious not to introduce or retain among them any 
through whom they may be injured. Your station in the 
church, and the nature of your studies, lead you to a deep 
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acquaintance with the workings of the human - heart; to 
observe attentively the motives by which men are influenced ; 
to study diligently the biographical sketches which are given 
in the word of God; to consult the lives of good men and 
the history of apostates ; to pray for divine direction,in 
every case: by these means you are furnished with the best 
rules to discover genuine Christian character, and to pre- 
serve both yourselves and your churches from being im, 


posed upon by those who have only a form of godliness 
but are destitute of its sacred power, 


Frequently the apostolic admonition will occar to you: 

‘* Be an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, 

in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity ;” nor are you igno- 

rant, that the most effectual way*of recommending the gos- 

pel is to be able to say with confidence, ‘‘ Be ye followers 
of me even as J also am of Christ.” | 


We most ardently desire that you may have the comfort 
arising from a connexion with a kind and affectionate peo- 
ple ; the encouragement afforded by a numerous audience ; 

every thing desirable in casy circumstances ; and success 
~ the most animating : with these also, we pray that you may 
have the delightful satisfaction at the close of every Lord’s 
day, and at the termination of life, to say with the Apostle, 
‘« but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, 
speak we in Christ,” 


We refer the deacons to the character of the first disci- 
ples who were elected to manage thé temporal affairs of the 
church. They are represented as men of honest report, full 
of the Holy Ghost, and wisdom : which may be thus briefly 
explained, They conducted their secular affairs in a reput- | 
able manner, were distinguished by a peculiar affection for 
the cause of Christ, and were experimentally acquainted 
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With Wivine Thitgs : 


@uéed to the iteaiis of grace may be prevented ; if 
the second Be absent; the affairs of the church will suffet 
fréin their thegiéet; ‘By the Yast, they will be 
their Wo the best 


requires ateton, activity tid 

‘the ehurch is Géprived of its pastor, ‘you will, in con- 
currence With your brethren, endeavour to secure the regu- 


lar stipply of thé pulpit in the most acceptable manner that 


Your cireimstaticés ' will afford : if blessed with a minister, 


your séul’s prosperity, your tespectability in the church, 


¥ 


the ability of the cpngfegation to augmiéiit it, ‘his citcim- 
stances may become embarrassed, and the influence of his 


ministry will be proportionably weakened : the church who 
be thus ie chaitiis of their paitor will be 


justly but shore particularly ‘you Who are ap- 
pointed to strperinitend these affairs. “Those places of wor- 
ship ‘will Le best ‘whose concerns are voniducted 
upon liberal and Christian principles >and that ministry will 
be most’ blessed people mot ded! With the man 
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théy have chosen toi bbs ‘as niercenary 


hifeling, but whe provide him with ah adequate supply fot 
it regularly ih ‘diie Season. ‘OTTO? 


portant. You should therefore consult the convenience — 


domfort of all wlio are ittclined to attend the Sanctuary. 


The appearances of many places of-worship is particularly 


tuttitiviting; which, small expence, mightbe made décent 
and aftractive in others, the lower duties are discharged 
in d slovenly thanner; which is a species of injustice to the 
biibsetibers ‘who pay for ‘those services, and éxpect that 
they will be properly performed in’ most, the inattention 


conspicuous, and accounts for the reluctance they shew to 
‘tles gavé directions for the regulation of dress and personal 
habits, and commanded that all things should be done de- 
-céiitly atid im ‘order, it appears to be your duty to provide 
the best accommodation in‘ your power for the congtegation 
‘when it meets in the House of Prayer’ vor is it incomped- 
 tible With ‘your office, ‘foreign to yotir engagemént with the 
‘Church, Gr witha state: of Wordly 
see jersonally that all these arrangements are propetly 
‘exécufed. Happy’ is he who can adopt the language of 


Devid,!+« 1 hed rather be a.door-keeper in the Of 


ics with ies, hy do neal 
are recommended by a devout and sonia conduct. 


Every deacon therefore is admonished by theAjpéstle, not 


to give way to sensual indulgences ; to be indifferent to tlie 
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thingsof the world ; to. employ. a just, authority. im his.do- 
mestic regulations; to be scen continually among the peo- 


ple, participating im, their joys, and jsympathising in their — 
sorrows ; leading them in their exertions; encouraging them 


~ in their difficulties; and to be a pattern to them in their 


yearn give'a plea for the irregular behaviour of others; 
the world will mmagine that religion is merely a name; your 
own soul will become barren and_nfrustiul; many, may 
follow your example ; the heart of the pastor will be. grieved, 
decline. A train of evils of noordinary magnitude, apd 
for which pies who occasion them must answer Mahis: bar 
of God. 


tuo oldsett 


the « first principles. of the Doctrine .of Christ”—of the 
depravity of your hearts by nature ; redemption, through 
the precious blood of the Lamb; the .necessity,of spixitual 


agency to make. us, new creatures in Christ.Jesus: these 


are truths with which we doubt not you are well acquainted. 


We therefore exhort you to.make your calling and election - 


apparent, by the exhibition of Christian graces, and by a 


You enter into cited fellowship, to promote the glory 
of the Redeemer, by cooperating with them who are work- 
ing in the vineyard of their Lord, and to assist your breth- 

whole society,.that you will exert yourselves for its good : 
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this is to ,be,@ecomplished by supporting the ministry ; 
seeking the happiness of each individual; and; employing 

You, on. to adhere. ‘strictly to those plans they 
hens agreed to adopt, andwith;iwhich you, were: well ac- 
quainted before your ‘union with them. Every season of 
public devotion;; whether in the week or on the Lord’s day, 


ought to, he:negarded as periods of particular obligation, 


and it shouldbe: matter of ‘conscience with all professors, 


not to acceptor give invitations for mere |friendly parties, 
upon those evenings which are set apart for the lecture,or 


‘the prayer meeting... Why should a minister be expected to 


it the duty of a pastor to preside at church meetingsjand — 
ought the members to be absent without any justifiable rea- 
son ?.. If he.is to take the, oversight, not by constraint but 
willingly, every brother and sister should shew a readiness 
‘to conform) in. all things, ‘yea to 
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knowledge of the learned—the contributions ‘of. the wealthy 
—the imfluence of rank-—the zeal of the young+—the exer- 
tions of men—the benevolent: and tender sympathies of the 
female sex—the gifts of prayer—the gifts of those who can 
copduct the praises of the people—the presence of all should 
be employed in the service of God and assist to ‘ establish 

The want of cordial coaperation ‘in the different mem- 
bers of religious communities, is a great evil, and makes 
them appear as a house divided against itself... It isa com 
bination of well-directed efforts steadily pursued that will 
insure a large measure of success, and make the church, 
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occupy the ‘pulpit. if the seats areallowed to.be empty.?, .Is 
an 
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things to all nin for the df their souls ; 
take an interéstin each clfire; and discdvet mutual 


love for one another: this is the best proof, that they 
| from )death life” did “ohave not re- 


“we be carefal ts shew that the grace of 
Bods the denial of ‘every thing: offensive to his 


Udi godly Aanire if we are aaxious to ‘the divine 
apprébetion; and: enjoy peace in out conscienves, we shall 
regulate) our personal ‘the laws and’ ‘ordifiances 


‘Ab heirs of the heaventy mheritance, we-shell Betray no 


anita about temporal things; which implies a want 
occasions those who can only judge of the tree by ‘its fruit 


to suppose it is still corrupt. Jn our transactions with 
wien; owe shal act as>servants of! the Must High God, 
mistéad others, and give oceasion to the 
enemies: of the cross to imugine, (which God forbid !) that 
Christ?is, the. minister‘of ‘ein’: we shall also endeavour to 
guide ouraffairs with that Chtistian discretion, and singleness 
‘ofeye to the ylory of Sur’ Divine Master, that like Paul, 
wé'niay ‘appeal to every spectator—‘ Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how ‘holily aind | justly and ttahcabty we 


behaved 


with some which we would 


prs by the righteousness of Chitist imputed ; and effica- 


Parity, tmplants principtes' of the most wpright, chaste, 
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cious gtacéwin régeteration ;” the great 
claims God upon us : let iis Gilly honour them by a 
cheerful obedience to his holy will,,and by punctually at- 
tending to the duties of the closet, and those of a social and 
public nature. Instead of omitting them, as the manner of 
sonie is, from triffing cases, the’ affectionate child Uf the 
Most High, is heard to say, “it is Good for to araw 
near to God :” he longs to répeat the interviews witli His 
Heaveiily Father, to his glory ashe has seed Tt the 
Sanctuaty. "When the fear of thé Bord the 

household of faith, they will speak often Grit to And 
the return of dévotional season’ will bé hailed witha’ satis: 
faction equat té’ theit vast importan¢e Surély will sity, 
‘¢T was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the 
house of the Lord,” and another reply, ‘* one thing have J 
desired of the Lota, that will seek after; that T'may 
in the ‘house Of the’ Lord afl’ the ditys ‘of thy 

ple. 3? | 


Avoid ihneceisarily and iicautionsly ‘with the 
profane and : evil ‘corript — 
good ard compailidn ‘of fools shall de 
Stroyed :” it will hive a bad efféct'upén your own ininds, * 

ciimstance cause you to neglect family worship especially on 

the morning of each day : a sin which Wwe fear is tod common 5! 

Be among professors ahd must be véry displeasing to God.— | 
The pious soul resolves, << tiy voice shalt thou hear in tht 
morning, O Lord ; in the gp. will I direct my prayer 
unto thee and will look up ;” and that clause in the petitions 
which our Lord taught his disciples, “‘ give us this day our 

daily bread,” clearly tntiniates’ that the request shold be 

made at the eatYance of' the day ; indeed there will be a na- 
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tural inclination to;repair to the throne of grace at this 


“ AW Gur comforts comé from thee; D 


oy Water, continually youre fet your 
speech, be. alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that it 
may;minister: grace tothe hearers,” is an important admo- 
nition avhich needs,to be.daily repeated. . The state of the 
heart may be. knowm by the utterance,of the tongue for out 
of the wbundance of the one the other speaks. . Let us not 
_ foxget.the-declaration ef our Lord ; “ that every idle word 
that menyshall speak they shall. give aocount thereof at the 
ory | | 
mot aye an ‘imitation of the world ins its 
its, fashions, and “its. customs ; it is forbidden 
_ “ewhosoever will be a friend of the world is the si of 
God.” 


spirit of Christ be discoverable in your tem- 
per,,and_affection towards your brethren and towards all 
men; “‘.if Christ, so loved us we,ought also to love one 

another.” . The law. of,retaliation is abolished :—‘ Love ye 
. your enemies.”—The .work of grace upon the soul is deep 
in its impressions as well as practical in its effects.—It does 
not merely change the external habits, upon which too many 
pride themselves, but is a transformation in the spirit of our 
minds: we therefore beseech you brethren by the meek- 
ness and gentleness of, Christ,” that ye be “clothed with 
> for,God the and grace to 


all, as our Redeemer has us an - 
ample that we should follow his steps, let his love to, and 
geal for the honour of his Heavenly Father ;—his perfect 
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submission to his holy will ;—his exact obedience to the | 
sacred law ;—his continual self-denial and his universal 
benevolence, be copied by ws, and perpetually manifested 
in our deportment and behaviour; so shall we be “ followers | 
of God, as dear children,” and “‘ known and read of all men 
as the epistles of Christ, written, not with inle, but with wan 
spirit of the living God.” - 


To you to fulfil. the good pleasure .of his 
goodness : exercise continual watchfwlness against all your 
spiritual adversaries, and pray without ceasing for wisdom, 
and strength from Almighty God, who only “is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you auton before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy.” © 


Meditate sinttentiy upon ‘ the. breadth, and. length, 
and depth, and height, of the love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge ;” “ who gave himself for us, that he might’ re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works,” 

Lastly.—Be earnest in your applications for a large 
supply of the influences of the Holy Spirit ; without whose 
assistance we can do nothing : ‘ for it is God which work- 
eth in us both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 
Do all things without murmurings: ‘and disputings.”—~ 
‘¢ Consider what we say and the Lord give you understand- 
ing in all things.”—‘‘ To him be glory and majesty, domi- 


pion and power, both now and even 


Signed'on behalf oft the Association, 


JOHN F RY. 
MODERATOR. 
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BREVIATES. 


POESDAY, three o’clock—Brother D. Morrell with prayer.—_ 


_ Brother J. Fry was chosen Moderator.—The preliminaries and letters from 


the churches were read ; and Brother W. Williams concluded with prayer. 


Application was made by the charch at Withington, Herefordshire, for 
admission into the Association, which was unanimously agreed to.—The Cir - 
cular Letter, drawn up by Brother Drayton, was read and adopted. 


Seven o'clock in the evening—Brother H. Pageprayed ; Brother Isaiah 
Birt preached from 1. Thess. ii. 12. ‘‘ That ye would walk worthy of God 
who hath celled you anto his kingdom and glory + an Brother Fry con- 
cluded with prayer. 


‘Wepwespay, six o'clock in the morning—Brethren Ragland, G. B. 


Drayton, W. Rogers and R. Davies, engaged in prayer.—The money for the 
Circular Letters and for the Association Fund was received, “ed » Sas nao 


was distributed. 


Eleven o’clock—-Brother 7. Waters prayed : Brother H, Page preached 
from Rev. xi. 12. “‘ They overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb :”—Bro- 
ther B. Coombs concluded with prayer. | 


The Ministre ond out for 

RESOLVED—That the thanks of the Association be given to those Churches 
who have increased their former contributions toward the fand for assisting 
ministers and encouraging village preaching—we also hope all our sister 


churches will imitate their good example next year. — 


RESOLVED—That the next Association be held at Coseley.—Brethren L. 
Butterworth and T. Morgan to preach : in case of failare, Brethren B. Coombs 
and G. B. Drayton—Brother J. Fry to draw up the Circular Letter. 


Seven o'clock in the evening—Brother B: Beddow, of Coseley, prayed : 
Brother 7. Waters preached from Prov. xix. 21. “ There are many devices 


in a man’s heart; nevertheless, the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand .”’— 
Brother Isaiah Birt closed the Association with prayer. 


> To put up_at the Rising Sun, Deepfield. 
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‘STATE OF THE CHURCHES. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


2—Colefor John Fry 115 150 

3—Gloucester PT G. B. Drayton eeeees 53 46 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 


7—Leominster Pe T. Edmonds 30 
8—Ross ee B. mbs ee SO. 70 
68 
34 


9—Rveford Cee eee W. illiams 
10—Withiagton Rees Davies. 


SHROPSHIRE. 


12—Bilston sees G. Mathison 128 300 
15—Coseley Be Beddow 198 .... 240 
16— Willenhall 50 240 


17—Birmingham, Bond Street... T.M 
18— Cannon Street... Tsaiah irt 545 1000 
19— New Hall Street J. Poole 188 


| WORCESTERSHIRE. 


20—Bewdley G. Brooks 22 
ZI—Bromsgrove Je SCTOXtOm TD 125 
23— Dudley Ce J. Hutchings 4B 118 
24— Evesham (no letter) L. Batterworth 
25—Kidderminster eee W. Downs 43 89 
26—N etherton R. Hall 62 136 
27—Pershore ee eee T. Waters 84 eeee 80 
28—U ton J. Shepherd 38 60 
29__W. age 144 eeee 213 


Total 2822 4752 


State of the Churches since the last Association. 


Baptized 187 Dead 47 
Received by letter........ 14 Dismissed 
Restored 7 Excluded 48 


CLEAR INCREASE—®. 
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